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Press Briefing on Tomorrow's Internet at IST 2002 [image: image4.jpg]



What will tomorrow’s internet look like? A dedicated press briefing at IST 2002 by the leaders of European research in the fields of gigabit-speed networking, distributed 'grid' computing and the new IPv6 protocol will provide, for the first time, a comprehensive view of how the EU sees the internet evolving over the next few years.

The past two years have seen the Commission establish the fastest research backbone network in the world (GEANT), push forward with the adoption of the new IPv6 protocol and prepare new projects in the field of GRID computing. 

[image: image5.png]The press briefing (16:00-17:30, Tuesday, November 5) will show how these different visions have now begun to coalesce, forming a new picture of the internet. The resulting ‘distributed computing’ paradigm is critical to areas as diverse as high energy physics, industrial design and mobile, ‘ambient’ intelligence.

The press briefing will include presentations and demonstrations from the leaders in the field, who are assembling at IST 2002 to chart future initiatives within the EU's new research programme, which gets underway at the end of this year. 

As such it will provide a unique insight into how the EU's GEANT, GRID and IPv6 initiatives will continue to evolve and support each other over the next years, and what it means for European scientific and technological leadership, industrial competitiveness and the European Research Area.
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New developments, ranging from GEANT’s future geographic expansion and its recent successful ‘IPv6 land speed record’, will also be discussed.

Presentations and Interviews

The press briefing will involve:

Latif Ladid, President of the IPv6 Forum. Dr Ladid, a Trustee of the Internet Society, is Vice President of Ericsson Telebit. He chaired the European Commission's IPv6 Task Force and is currently coordinating the IST Programme’s Next Generation Networks Initiative. He will be chairing the 'IP IP IP IPv6' conference workshop at IST 2002 on Wednesday, November 6.

Tomaz Kalin, General Manager of DANTE, which coordinates the GEANT project. GEANT is the world's fastest and largest research network, linking over 3000 research centres in over 30 countries at up to 10 gigabit/s.  The USA's Internet2, by comparison, links around 100 research centres and will aims to reach this speed next year.

Dr Kalin will discuss, among other issues:

· How GEANT recently broke the Internet2 organisation's "IPv6 land speed record"; 

· The recent announcement that GEANT will fully support IPv6 during the first quarter of 2003, more than one year ahead of schedule;

· GEANT's future expansion to Turkey and Russia;

· How GEANT will contribute to the European Research Area, and the new challenges inherent in keeping GEANT at the cutting edge of next generation networking.

Jordi Palet, Director of technology consultant and system integrator Consulintel and coordinator of the EuroSIX and 6POWER projects (below). 
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Dr Palet will be announcing the completion of the first stage of Euro6IX’s Pan-European pre-commercial IPv6 Internet Exchanges Network, connecting several regional and strategic neutral IPv6 Internet Exchange points across Europe.

He is also moderating the ‘All Ipv6 World’ networking session at IST 2002 (Tuesday, 14h00-15h30). The session, which attracted more expressions of interest than any other before the event, will bring researchers and industrialists together to form consortia for projects within the EU’s new Framework Programme to ‘fill in the research gaps’ required to deploy IPv6. 

Many of the following will also be available for interview, either at the press briefing itself or through arrangement with the IST 2002 Press Team:

· Jim Bound, Staff Fellow at Hewlett-Packard (USA), who will be to discussing the American perspective IPv6 deployment at IST 2002;

· Kosuke ITO of the Japan IPv6 Promotion Council, who will be presenting his organisation's large scale end-user trials on IPv6-enabled applications such as the Internet Car, Internet Train and Internet Home Appliances at IST 2002;

· Bosco Fernandez, Vice President of International Affairs at Siemens and winner of the UMTS Chairman’s Award 2000, who will be focusing on the links between IPv6 and mobile communications at IST 2002; 

· Patrick Coquet, Vice President of the IPv6 Forum and CEO of 6WIND, a French SME supplier of new generation networking equipment, who will be discussing privacy and security issues at IST 2002. His previous position was Head of Networks R&D at Thales (previously Thomson-CSF);
· Theo De Jongh of CISCO Systems, who is coordinating the 6NET project (below);
· Matthew Ford of BTexact Technologies, who chairs the ‘IPv6 cluster’, which coordinates all of the EU’s IPv6 projects and initiatives.
TestBed Projects and Demonstrations

The briefing will start in Networking Room 4, within the IST 2002 Exhibition’s 'Pervasive Communication & Computing Infrastructures' Zone. It will be followed by a tour of the relevant projects within the Zone. Led by Jordi Palet and/or Matthew Ford, the tour will include several project demonstrations, including:

6WINIT (‘IPv6 Wireless Internet Initiative’), which will set up one of the first operational European IPv6-3G Mobile Internet initiatives. The project, which includes Asian and North American partners, will provide a number of testbeds to test both technical and applications deployment. 
Some of these will be demonstrated at the IST 2002 Exhibition, including:

· ‘Advanced Medical Applications’, where medical information (radiological images, patient records, etc.) are delivered over secure wireless access to IPv6-enabled personal digital assistants;

· ‘Guardian-Angel’, a real time telemedicine system, designed to provide specialist support to a remote medical team caring for a patient with life threatening problems;

· ‘Intelligent Interactive Home Environment’: wireless access to home systems (TVs, heating, lighting, etc.) using speech recognition, IPv6-enabled browsers and other control methods. 

· A range of other popular applications and services, together with added mobility support (e.g., mp3 streaming) will also be demonstrated.

The 6NET and Euro6IX projects, large-scale projects launched this year, which both aim to deploy pan-European IPv6 ‘testbed’ networks to study the challenges - and reap the opportunities – of broad IPv6 deployment:

· Euro6IX (‘European IPv6 Internet Exchanges Backbone’) aims to develop a 2.5Gbit/s IPv6 testbed for testing deployment issues, advanced services and more for its telco and ISP partners, which include BT, France Telecom, Telefonica and Vodafone;

· The 6NET IPv6 network, on the other hand, involves companies such as Sony and IBM, who are looking at the entertainment and business applications of IPv6. It will deploy a fixed-mobile network linking together researchers across Europe – the same communities who are experimenting with GEANT and GRID technologies;

GRIDSTART, which, as its full name (‘The European Grid Cluster’) suggests, brings together nine European distributed computing projects, all of which will be presented at the Exhibition. 

GEANT, the world’s fastest and largest research network backbone, which ‘switched on’ to 10 Gbit/s from 622 Mb/s in late 2001. While GEANT now provides, as planned, a world-class testbed for exploring tools and applications such as IPv6 and GRIDs, the network is also exploring new technologies, such as advanced bandwidth management, to remain at the cutting edge and further develop its capacity.

Finally, note that InnerGrid, one of the European IST Prizewinners, is also a GRID project, and can be found in the IST Prize Village Exhibition Zone.

Further Notes

· Details on IST 2002 networking sessions, conference workshops, projects and their participants can be found at the dedicated IST 2002 website: http://2002.istevent.cec.eu.int;

· IST 2002 press team:

Fax: +32 2 296 90 37

infso-ist2002press@cec.eu.int 

· IPv6 background material: the EC’s Communication of earlier this year can be found at 
http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/com/cnc/2002/com2002_0096en01.pdf. Read the accompanying press release at http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten.ksh?p_action.gettxt=gt&doc=IP/02/284|0|AGED&lg=EN&display=;
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“GEANT will be ready to carry production level IPv6 traffic in spring 2003, bringing the service at least one year forward from the time originally planned.”


- Tomaz Kalin, General Manager, DANTE











“GEANT allows us to connect research centres in different countries together with the sort of bandwidth you usually find between the components of a PC. GRID middleware and IPv6 allow the centres’ computers to work together in ways impossible beforehand. The combination is irresistible.”


- Fabrizio Galgiardi of CERN, Datagrid project leader





“The completion of the Euro6IX network is a very important milestone. We will now be able to stress it with experiments that never had been done before …”


- Jordi Palet, Consulintel CTO and EuroSIX coordinator�
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